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NOONGAR EXTENSION AND CHALLENGE EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.57 pm]:  I wish to acknowledge and support an excellent pilot education 
program that is taking place in the Narrogin education district.  The program is known as NEAC, Noongar 
Extension and Challenge.  It will involve 35 Aboriginal students who have achieved results above the Western 
Australian assessment benchmark in literacy or numeracy, or both.  It involves four schools: Pingelly, Narrogin 
and East Narrogin Primary Schools, and Brookton District High School.  

NEAC is a project designed to meet the specific needs of Noongar Aboriginal students.  The objective of the 
project is to support teachers and students by providing relevant learning opportunities that will accelerate the 
students’ learning in literacy and numeracy and increase their levels of achievement.  The project will be 
managed by curriculum manager Danuta Doherty from the Narrogin District Education Office, in conjunction 
with the Narrogin district PEAC teacher-coordinator, Roseanne Ullrich, and the manager of Aboriginal 
education for the Narrogin district, Erica McGuire. 

A highlight of the project will a four-day camp to be held at Point Peron Camp School, at which the Aboriginal 
students will be provided with exciting enrichment opportunities and high-profile Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
role models.  The students will have the opportunity to further develop their social and leadership skills.  A 
major aspect of the NEAC project is to engage Aboriginal families and communities in the educational programs 
of their children, in a culturally appropriate and welcoming environment.  A special forum will be held to 
introduce the caregivers of the students to the NEAC project. 

The NEAC project is an excellent initiative, and I congratulate the Department of Education and Training, the 
Narrogin district education office and all concerned with the implementation and management of this program.  I 
wish the staff, parents and students every success with the final project.  I look forward to a positive evaluation 
that will result in an expansion of the program. 
 


